unreservedly...to truth and advancement in dentistry" (Gies, 1919) and "...devoted exclusively to the promotion of dental research" (Gies, 1918) . He also stated that "The JDR will publish neither news items, personalia nor editorials" (Gies, 1919) . During its 79 years of existence, the Jouiriial has undergone several changes-among them, the publication of an occasional editorial. Thanks to that particular change, we would like to open a discussion on something that has not changed during this time: the name of the Journal itself. We would emphasize that we write this editorial not out of disrespect to the Journal's first editor. Nor do we propose to retire a name that has served us well. Rather, this editorial is intended to open a discussion on an issue that reflects our changing times-an issue that has remained unquestioned for nearly eight decades.
Why change our title? A case in point is the Newc Enisgland Joulr11nl of Mediciiie. There is little about this Journal that is limited to the northeastern United States, yet neither its contributors nor its readers seem to mind this apparent regionalism. Allow us to suggest, however, that in the case of the JDR, there is a difference. According to Taber's Cyclopedic Medical Dictionary, "dental" means "related to teeth". We think that the name of the JDR should have been broader to start with. From its inception, JDR was more than just a journal on research "related to teeth". Even in the first year of its appearance, the Journal covered topics such as oral tumors, development of the submaxillary salivary glands, and the skulls in the Peabody Museum. A survey of 7074 articles published in the past 32 years demonstrates that about 24', of the papers deal with topics which are not strictly "dental", including subjects such as saliva, muscle, taste, tongue, mucosa, bone, cartilage, temporomandibular joint, or skin (Table) . The percentage of such papers has shown an upward trend throughout the past 32 years, from 200,, to close to 40',. Based on this finding, we would make an argument to change the name of the Jourinal to rectify a mistake made 79 years ago and to reflect the true nature of the research papers covered in the Journal.
A second reason for changing the name would be to open the Journal even further to topics rarelv covered in the Journal but within the areas of interest of its readership.
Subject areas such as craniofacial biology, neuroscienlce/ TMD, pharmacology, therapeutics, toxicology, geriatric oral research, and nutrition, designated as Groups of the IADR, are hardly covered in the Journal. A search of specific key words such as craniofacial, geriatric, nutritioni, and taste in the published articles of JDR for the past 32 years yielded disappointingly low numbers (Table) . The reasonis for this may be complex, but isn't it possible that the name itself-"Journal of Dental Resarcdh"-may be perceived by others as defining a rather narr-ow field, and may actually inhibit scientists in areas both directly and indirectly related to oral biology from submitting manuscripts or exeni reading the publication?
The solution could be simple: Change the i-anme of the Journ1al to appeal to a broader audience. The term "dental" need not be deleted. Rather, we suggest that we simply expand the title of the Joiurnaiil to reflect the true breadth of the field. Ideas for a new title might include Jour1 ln7l of Dental and Oral Researchl or Jolnllt l of Decntl., Oral, ut Cranliofi7cial Biology (or Rcsecatclh) . Clearly, we,e are not wedded to a particular name, and a discussioni should decide if this proposal is worthy of further considerationi. We would argue that by changing the name, we reach a broader audience both for reading and for submittinig papers. We achieve broader recognition of the importance of the dental, oral, and craniofacial research and its relationslhip to the rest of the body, and perhaps we could contribute in a small measure to what William J. Gies said 79 years ago: "...l am hopeful and confident that dentistry...will be unliversally accorded the full degree of respect and regard that is due to every branch of the arts and medicine." (Gies, 1919) J Dent Res 77(8) 1998 1966-1975 1976-1984 1985-1989 1990-1994 1995-1998a (1966-1998a) April. Articles with key words as a % of total articles published in JDR. Papers in which two or more key words overlapped were subtracted. Short of reading 7074 papers published between 1966 and April, 1998, and judging them individually, one cannot get an accurate breakdown of strictly dentallyand non-dentally-related articles. This Table samples specific key words that are not strictly dentally-related. The numbers in the last row merely suggest a trend over the past 32 years and are most likely an underestimation of the true figures.
